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THE CONSERVATION FUND

The Conservation Fund forges partnerships to 

conserve America’s legacy of land and water re-

sources.  Through land acquisition, community initia-

tives, and leadership training,, the Fund and its part-

ners demonstrate sustainable conservation solutions 

emphasizing the integration of economic and environ-

mental goals. 

The Palmetto-Peartree Preserve is located in  

Tyrrell County, northeast of the town of Columbia.  

The preserve encompasses 10,000 acres bordered by 

the Albemarle Sound and the Alligator River.  Pur-

chased in 1999 with funding from the NC Department 

of Transportation, the preserve was established to 

protect the endangered Red-Cockaded Woodpecker. 

The population of Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers 

(RCWs) varies from year to year but the number of 

active clusters is more than 20.  These “clusters”  

consist of a number of birds that live in the same 

proximity  The preserve also provides excellent habi-

tat for over 100 species of subtropical migratory birds 

and wintering / migratory waterfowl. 

The diverse habitat at the preserve is a mixture of 

hardwood swamps, mixed hardwood-pine forest and 

marsh.  Although RCWs are more typically found in 

longleaf pine forests, loblolly pine is the dominant  

species found at the preserve.  Some of the typical 

hardwood trees found on the preserve are Sweetgum, 

Red Maple, Swamp Chestnut Oak, and Tulip Poplar. 

BACKGROUND ON THE CONSERVATION

FUND & THE PALMETTO-PEARTREE

PRESERVE

The checklist contains the 114 bird species that have been seen 

in The Palmetto-Peartree Preserve, many of which breed in the 

preserve. Abundance codes are described below.   

Abundances are based on observations in the field and estimated 

species abundances for Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge . 

If you see any species that have not yet been seen in the 

Preserve, please let us know so we can update this list! 

FIELD NOTES

Code  Description 

c common Present and easy to 

find in proper habitat 

fc fairly common Frequently present in 

proper habitat  

u uncommon  Present but often hard 

to find 

o occasional Might be present but 

seen only a couple 

times a year 

r rare Might be present but 

not seen most years 

ABUNDANCE CODES  SPECIES SP SU FA WI

Loons and Grebes 

__ Common Loon O  O O 

__ Pied-billed Grebe O  O O 

Pelicans     

__ Brown Pelican R R R R 

Cormorants

__ Double-crested Cormorant U O U U 

Herons and Bitterns     

__ Great Blue Heron U O U U

__ Green Heron FC FC U 

__ American Bittern O R O O 

__ Great Egret R R R R 

__ Black-crowned Night Heron R R R R 

Ibises 

__ White Ibis U U U O 

Geese and Ducks     

__ Canada goose O O O U 

__ Mallard O O O U 

__ Wood duck FC FC FC FC 

__ Tundra Swan    O 

Vultures     

__ Turkey Vulture FC U FC FC 

__ Black Vulture O O O O 

Hawks and Eagles     

__ Mississippi Kite R R R  

__ Red-Tailed Hawk U O U FC 

__ Red-Shouldered Hawk FC FC U U 

__ Bald Eagle U U U U 

__ Osprey FC FC U R 

Gallinaceous Birds     

__ Northern Bobwhite U U U U 

Plovers     

__ Killdeer U U U U 



  SP SU FA WI

Titmice     

__ Carolina Chickadee C C C C 

__ Tufted Titmouse C C C C 

Nuthatches     

__ White-breasted Nuthatch FC FC FC FC 

__ Brown-headed Nuthatch C C C C 

    

__ House Wren U R C C 

__ Carolina Wren C C C C 

Kinglets and Gnatcatchers     

__ Ruby-Crowned Kinglet C  C C 

__ Golden-Crowned Kinglet U  C C 

__ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher C C C R 

Thrushes and Allies     

__ Eastern Bluebird U U U U 

__ America Robin FC FC FC FC 

__ Wood Thrush U U U  

Mimics     

__ Brown Thrasher O O O O 

__ Gray Catbird C C C U 

__ Northern Mockingbird U U U U 

Jays and Crows     

__ Blue Jay FC FC FC FC 

__ Fish Crow C C C U 

__ American Crow C C C C 

Waxwings     

__ Cedar Waxwing C U FC FC 

Vireos     

__ Red-Eyed Vireo U U FC  

__ Yellow-throated Vireo O  O  

__ White-eyed Vireo C C FC R 

__ Blue-Headed Vireo U  U U 

   

Wrens 

  SP SU FA WI

 Jaegers, Gulls and Terns     

__ Laughing Gull U U U R 

__ Royal Tern U O U O 

Doves     

__ Mourning Dove C C C C 

Cuckoos     

__ Yellow-billed Cuckoo FC FC U  

Owls    

__ Eastern Screech-Owl U U U U 

__ FC FC FC FC 

    

__ Chimney Swift U U U  

Hummingbirds     

__ Ruby-throated Hummingbird C C C  

Kingfishers     

Belted Kingfisher FC U FC FC 

Woodpeckers     

__ Red-headed Woodpecker U FC U  

__ Pileated Woodpecker C C C C 

__ Northern Flicker C C C C 

__ Red-bellied Woodpecker C C C C 

__ Red-cockaded woodpecker C C C C 

__ Downy Woodpecker C C C C 

__ Hairy Woodpecker FC FC FC FC 

Flycatchers     

__ Eastern Kingbird FC U FC  

__ Great Crested Flycatcher C C C  

__ Eastern Phoebe FC  FC FC 

__ Eastern Wood-Peewee FC FC FC  

__ Acadian Flycatcher U U U  

Swallows     

__ Purple Martin C C U  

__ Barn Swallow U U U  

Swifts

Barred Owl 
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__ Northern Parula C C C  

__ Yellow-throated Warbler FC FC U  

__ Black-throated Green Warbler U U O  

__ Prothonotary Warbler C C O  

__ Black-and-White Warbler FC U FC R 

__ Blackpoll Warbler U  U  

__ Black-Throated Blue Warbler O  U  

__ Yellow-Rumped Warbler C  C C 

__ American Redstart O U FC  

__ Pine Warbler C C C C 

__ Prairie Warbler C C C  

__ Yellow Warbler U U U  

__ Swainson's Warbler U U O  

__ Worm-eating Warbler C C FC  

__ Hooded Warbler U U U  

__ Common Yellowthroat C C C FC 

__ Yellow-breasted Chat U U U  

__ Northern Waterthrush R  O  

__ Ovenbird C C U  

__ Orange-crowned Warbler R   O 

__ Magnolia Warbler O  O  

__ Cape May Warbler   O  

__ Black-throated Blue Warbler O  O  

__ Palm Warbler O  O  

Tanangers     

__ Summer Tananger U U U  

__ Scarlet Tananger U R U  

Cardinals and Allies     

__ Northern Cardinal C C C C 

__ Blue Grosbeak FC U FC  

__ Indigo Bunting C C C  

    

Wood Warblers 

     

New World Sparrows and Allies     

__ Eastern Towhee C C C C 

__ White-Throated Sparrow C  C C 

__ Swamp Sparrow C  C C 

__ Savannah Sparrow U  U U 

__ Chipping Sparrow U  U U 

__ Fox Sparrow    O 

__ Song Sparrow    U 

__ Dark-eyed Junco    O 

Blackbirds and Orioles     

__ Eastern Meadowlark FC FC FC FC 

__ Brown-Headed Cowbird C C F U 

__ Common Grackle C C C FC 

__ Rusty Blackbird O  O O 

__ Bobolink   U  

__ Red-winged Blackbird U O U U 

Finches     

__ American Goldfinch U U U U 

Starlings     

__ European Starling FC U FC FC 
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